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September 1st 1892. 
Hon. BE. 0. Leech, 


Director of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sirz= 
I have the honor to state that I have just returned to 
the city after a most delightful visit for a month in the Blue 
Ridge. 

Messrs. Wharton and Goss happened in just after my 
return, and seemed anxious to’ know what would be the outcome of 
the minor coinage blank matter. 1 told them of your seeming 
determin ation to have the blanks made here. ‘The whole matter 
was di seaacad and Mr. Goss, who is one of the most amiable of men, 
appeared to fear that you had some feeling against his company. 

I assured him that 1 was satisfied that you had not, but that you 
were a sood deal staggered at the very great difference between 
their last bid and the bid recently made. If you will recollect 
that at the time of the '90 bids Mr. Goss was exceedingly anxious 
to get the contract and determined to secure it, even if his com- 
pany lost money, taking the chances of a fall in the prices of 


material. The bids of the other parties at that time were very 
Little less than the bids this time. The Soovill Co.,"s, bid is 
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just about the same as Merchant & Co's was at that time, If Mr. 
Goss had not been so anxious in 1890 and bid as Mr. Wharton wanted 
him to bid at that time, the déserepency in the bids would not 
have been so great. 

I believe that if you will permit the old contract to be 
completed the Seovill Co. will complete it at the old price pro- 
vided you will — their new bid for any blanks ,that may be 
needed afterwards. This would give us about 200,000 pounds of 
bronze and 51,000 pounds of nickel at the old prices. I dont 
“know that they will do this-only gathered it from the conversation 
as it was carried along. 

Trusting that you are in good health after your sojourn 
on the Maine coast, I am, 

i Very respectfully, 


Your obedient servant, 
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September 7th 1892. 
Hone KE. 0. Leech, 
‘Director of the Mint, 
Washington, D C, 
Sir:- 
, have the honer to submit oe following: ~ 
Many additional improvements have been introduced int: 


this Mint during the last. fiseal year~- still further earrying ou‘ 


my purpose, to place the Mint at Philadelphia in the most: effieient 


at hte 2. FPG 


i 


condition possible. Py continuing the extension over the Adjust- 
_ing room further east, so as to include the roof over the Engravine 
Department, a fine room has been secure for the use of the Eneraver 
as a place for apfienine his die steel and hardening the dies 
after. completion. For this purpese gas furnaces, supplied by the 
American Gas Furnace Company of New York, have been introdeced, 
and the work greatly facilitated. 
The eramped dark, disagreeable vault-like rooms herete- 
fore occupied in the basement for this work, will sive recom 
preatly needed at that point. : 
The mach inery in the Rolling room has been rearraneed, so | 
as to make available all the space of the room. This required Seal 
additional shafting which has been eleney en the ceiling of this 


! 
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room. The machinery now being rom above, instead of 


from belew; the shafting on t ne of the Engine room being 
relieved and where net nei yemoved. Additional self feeding 
eutiing presses and draw be has have been added. 


The Assayers apartment has been afforded better facili- 


ties for reaching ne room built in the roof ever the Laboratory, 
by the erection of a stairway ever the west main stairway. 

A na gar mach more desirable topping press has been 
placed in + élg@#ting room. 

é ae Machine Shep has been supplied with one 1¢" lathe 
and 6 ae ‘Bash die grinding machine with a number of minor tools. 
The Cabinet, has been overhauled, cleaned, repaired ard 
e eshly painted. The cases of eoins freshly and distinctly marked 
pnd beokshelves added where many valuable velumes belonging to the 
library find a safe resting place. 
| 7 The rooms generally, the building, grounds and machinery 
have been kept in repair, and A) ore facilities afforded for 
the bettar carrying on of the work of the Mint. 

Other improvements are contemplated and underway, looking 


io the relief of the crowded basement, which when completed will 


afford more room for the storage of silver bars, the existing 


* 


vaults for whieh are fast. filline up. 


K.0.L. No.3, 9/7/22. 


Many little deviees looking to the health, comfert and 
eonvenience of the of ficevelerks and employes have been introduced: 
The alterations of rooms ana the additional space acquired, as 
well as the repairing,painting and overhauling penerally has been 
done by the force employed in the Mint,and at a very slight 
expense. 

Very respectfully, 


Your obedient servant, 


Superintendent. 
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